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The San Francisco Animal Control and Welfare Commission was established through the SF Health Code. Sec. 41.3 
of the Code states: “The Commission shall render written report of its activities to the Board [of Supervisors] 
quarterly.” This report fulfills that requirement. 
 
 
The San Francisco Animal Control and Welfare Commission advises the Board of Supervisors on issues involving 
animals. People come to Commission meetings to offer their opinions about issues under discussion, and to suggest 
topics that the Commission might investigate further. During all of 2014 and the first quarter of 2015, the 
Commission discussed and took action on the following topics, that highlight animal issues that are of concern 
to San Francisco residents: 
 
1) Sale of Ivory in San Francisco and Poaching of Wild Elephants. The Commission voted to encourage the 
Board of Supervisors to support AB 96, a State Assembly bill that would tighten loopholes and increase enforcement 
of the state ban on the sale of ivory to protect wild elephants and rhinos from poaching for their ivory. The Board 
passed a resolution supporting AB 96. 
 
2) Support for AB2140, the California Orca Welfare and Safety Act. The Commission voted to encourage the 
Board of Supervisors to support AB 2140, a State Assembly bill that would end the use of orcas for entertainment, 
end captive breeding programs and the import or export of orcas, and require all currently captive orcas to be 
released to sea pens. It has not been passed by the State Assembly. 
 
3) Support for the Right of Safe Passage for Whales and Dolphins. The Commission voted to encourage the 
Board of Supervisors and all citizens to support the free and safe passage of all whales and dolphins in our coastal 
and Bay waters, and to protect their natural environment. The Board of Supervisors unanimously passed a resolution 
supporting the right of safe passage for whales and dolphins. 
 
4) Animal Care and Control (ACC). The Commission urged the Board of Supervisors to adequately fund Animal 
Care and Control as part of the City’s budget. After the removal of the ACC Director, the Commission discussed and 
took public comment on important qualities/experiences desirable in a new Director, and began a broader discussion 
about goals, priorities, and peoples’ visions for ACC. We sent a summary of these discussions to the City 
Administrator to help her develop the RFP for the Director position. After her selection, the new Director, Virginia 
Donohue, introduced herself to the Commissioners and the general public. 
 
5) SFPD Vicious and Dangerous Dog Unit. The Commission continued its interest in the future of the Vicious and 
Dangerous Dog Unit after the retirement of the Hearing Officer in May 2014. The Commission urged City officials to 
ensure the Hearing Officer was replaced with someone who would continue the unit’s groundbreaking work ensuring 
fair and compassionate treatment of dogs while protecting public safety. 
 
6) Commending Those Whose Actions Saved Animals. The Commission honored Gregory Foster and Arturo 
Pena, two Recology employees who saved a puppy from certain death when they found it in a garbage bag on a 
trash-sorting conveyor belt that was the last stop before a 20-foot-fall into landfill waste. Foster noticed a bag that 
appeared to be moving, and hit the emergency stop for the conveyor belt. Inside he found the 3-month-old puppy, 
frightened and injured but alive. Pena cleaned the dog’s wounds, wrapped her in a blanket, and stayed with her, 
comforting her until help arrived. Without their actions, the puppy, now named Gem, would certainly have died. Gem 
attended the meeting where the Commission honored Foster and Pena. The Commission also honored the actions of 
San Francisco Firefighters who entered adjacent buildings and rescued six dogs during the five-alarm Mission Bay 
fire on March 11, 2014, and also the Firefighters who rescued a cat from a fire that seriously damaged three 
apartment buildings on February 21, 2015. The cat, suffering from smoke inhalation, was initially unresponsive, but 
revived when Fire Department Paramedic Douglas Mei gave him oxygen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



In addition, the Commission held discussions on the following topics, which highlight animal issues that are of 
concern to San Francisco residents: 
 
1) SF Police Department’s Shooting of Pit Bulls. After three pit bulls who were shot and killed by SFPD Officers in 
early 2014, the Commission discussed concerns about the use of deadly force and whether it was necessary or 
based on stereotypes about the breed. We considered how best to educate officers about dog behavior in general 
and about pit bulls in particular, but took no specific action. 
 
2) Mandatory Spay/Neuter for Dogs in San Francisco. The Commission discussed whether the City should require 
all dogs be spayed or neutered, along with the benefits and problems associated with mandatory spay/neuter, but 
took no action. 
 
3) San Francisco Zoo Update. The Commission heard a presentation from the SF Zoo about what happened when 
a baby gorilla was killed by a closing door and what is being done to prevent anything similar from happening in the 
future. 
 
4) Honoring Dogs Who Serve at the San Francisco Veterans Day Parade. The Commission heard a presentation 
from former Commissioner June Wilson, who, for the last ten years, has organized a contingent of military and other 
service dogs and their handlers to march in the SF Veterans Day Parade. She is looking for someone to take over 
organizing this important recognition for dogs who serve and their handlers. 
 
5) The Commission and Social Media. The Commission discussed whether it should have a larger presence on 
social media, and, if so, what that presence should be and what kind of information would be included. 
 
6) Coyotes. Rob Ruiz, Chief of Marin County Parks, reminded people to be “coyote aware” in city parks, especially 
during pupping season. 

7) Update from SF/SPCA. Co-President Jennifer Scarlett presented a review of animal welfare in San Francisco and 
recent happenings at the SF/SPCA. 

	
	


